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16 Day Fully Escorted Small Group Tour

with a taste of Somerset & Dorset 



This tour takes you to Somerset – Cornwall – Northumberland. 

A most captivating tour, from quaint coastal villages to remote rugged 
coastlines, from quintessential English pubs to grand stately homes 
and everything in between. With breath-taking scenery from south to 
north you will be delighted, thrilled and amused along the way.

Our amazing journey begins in the County of Somerset, with its 
beautiful countryside steeped in folklore, history and the dramatic 
Cheddar Gorge. We take in the delights of the city of Bath and its 
glorious Roman and Georgian architecture, along with a visit to the 
port city of Bristol, a hotbed of artists, culture, creativity and seafaring 
history. 

Travelling via the heartlands of Dartmoor, we arrive in the picturesque 
County of Cornwall, famed for being the homeland of the Cornish 
People, Cornish Pasties, Cornish Scones and Cornish Clotted Cream 
- not to forget Fishing and Tin Mining. Our time in this loveliest of 
counties includes St Michael’s Mount, Buckland Abby, Port Isaac (the 
fishing village used on the Doc Martin TV show) an outdoor theatre in 
Minack and enjoy a special lunch at Rick Stein’s famous The Seafood 
Restaurant in Padstow just to name a few of our tour highlights.

Following what is sure to have been an enchanting stay, we make our 
way towards Dorset, a county of contrasts, unspoilt countryside and 
dramatic coastlines, where we will perhaps have the chance to walk in 
the footsteps of Jane Austen’s heroines.

We continue inland towards Winchester, visiting the Cathedral and 
attending a special medal presentation.

Our wonderful journey continues towards Northumberland, as we 
take a short flight from Southampton to Newcastle.

Northumberland is a magical place filled with ancient castles; hidden 
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gardens, unspoilt beaches, rolling hills, rugged moorland, sweeping 
views, friendly little market towns and with a cultural heritage all of 
its own.

Over seven amazing days in Northumberland, we will experience 
more than you could ever have imagined, including exploring ancient 
castles, tasting freshly smoked North Sea kippers in Craster, sampling 
the delights of Lindisfarne’s famous Mead on Holy Island, looking 
out into the night skies from the Wark Observatory whilst hunting 
for those elusive Northern Lights. Visiting Vindolandia at Hadrian’s 
Wall, we obtain a better understanding as to why the Romans built a 
70-mile-long wall between England and Scotland. 

Our adventure continues as we enjoy a visit to Beamish and experience 
the Northeast history brought to life with costumed characters who 
take us back in time to the bygone days with Puffing Billy, old school 
rooms, an old farm, working bread shop and much more. 

Enjoying our final three nights based in Alnwick, not far from the 
Golden Beaches of Bamburgh, Seahouses and close to Alnwick Castle, 
the current home to the Duke and Duchess of Northumberland.  We 
hear amazing stories of bravery, including that of Grace Darling and 
her father, a local lighthouse keeper – and, of course, our North East 
experience would not be complete without a boat trip out to the Farne 
Islands to view the puffins and the guillemots, both of whom make the 
islands their home for most of the year. 

Highlights
with a taste of Somerset & Dorset
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All in-flight meals included.

Bamburgh Castle

Breakfast Lunch DinnerAfternoon Tea

DAY 3 Wells
After breakfast we head out, making our first stop along the way to 
visit Wells Cathedral. The Cathedral was constructed during the 12th-
13th centuries in a Gothic architecture style and is said to be one of the 
most beautiful and poetic of English Cathedrals. 

Continuing our day, we drive out of the city on a Circular Tour visiting 
Bath, with its Roman Baths, a well-preserved Roman site once used 
for public bathing, including the four main features: the Sacred 
Spring, the Roman Temple, the Roman Bath House and the Museum. 

After our visit to Bath, we drive onwards to Bristol and visit the SS 
Great Britain, a museum ship and former passenger steamship. 
She was the longest passenger ship in the world from 1845 to 1854 
and was designed for the Great Western Steamship Company’s 
transatlantic service between Bristol and New York.

Heading back towards Wells, we take a classic drive through the 
Cheddar countryside, well-known for its vast gorges and caves, 
holding many fascinating secrets about our prehistoric ancestors. It 
is also an international centre for caving and rock climbing these days. 

Of course, for those cheese fanatics, we ensure a quick stop off at the 
Original Cheddar Gorge Cheese Shop on the way home. 

Following a perfect day out in Somerset, it will be time for a freshen 
up before meeting for our first group dinner together. 

Accommodation: The White Hart Hotel Wells

DAY 1 New Zealand - London
Today after your door to door home collection, you are driven to meet 
up with the rest of your small group tour and YOURTours host at 
the airport ready to fly from New Zealand to London. Our day will 
be spent traveling together with meals on flight. We will arrive into 
London around lunch time on day two.

DAY 2 London - Wells
On arrival into London we will meet our driver and local tour 
manager, making our way towards the City of Wells for our first two 
nights’ accommodation. Enroute we stop off in Marlborough for a leg 
stretch and a classic English afternoon tea, and then begin our first 
sight-seeing adventure together around the Stone Circles of Avebury. 
Avebury is owned and managed by the National Trust and has been 
designated as an Ancient Monument, as well as a World Heritage Site 
known as Stonehenge. 

Continuing towards Wells, we stop to view the Caen at Hills Locks 
before arriving to our destination and accommodation for the next 
two nights in the City of Wells. 

Tonight is free time for rest, relaxation and self-exploration of the 
local hostelry’s and dining options. (Meals in-flight) 

Accommodation: The White Hart Hotel Wells

with a taste of Somerset & Dorset



Polperro

DAY 4 Wells - Gorran Haven (near Falmouth)
Today we leave Wells and begin our Cornish adventure, taking a lovely 
drive down to Gorran Haven, found on the edge of Falmouth in the 
southern region of Cornwall, our home for the next four nights. 

We will enjoy a very scenic drive across the heartlands of Dartmoor. 
The Dartmoor National Park is best known for its rocky outcrops, 
woodlands and wild open stretches of moorland. Along the way we 
will stop into Bovey Tracey for a visit to the Dartmoor Pony Centre to 
gain a better understanding of these wild ponies, who are protected 
by law and have roamed the moorlands freely for centuries. 

We then spend mid-morning visiting Buckland Abby, originally a 
Cistercian abbey founded in 1278 by Amicia the Countess of Devon. 
The property has been open to the public since 1951 and is operated 
by the National Trust. A number of independent craft workshops are 
also located in the converted ox sheds and the Cider House Garden 
includes both a wild garden and a kitchen garden. 

Later in the day we make our way to Coethele House, one of the oldest 
houses in Cornwall, dating before 1353, before arriving in Gorran 
Haven. Tonight has been left free to allow you time to rest and relax, 
after the full day journey south. 

Accommodation: Llawnroc Hotel

DAY 5 Mevagissey - Fowey - Polperro
Today we have set aside as a gentler day with a boat trip, a ferry 
crossing and then some free time for you to do just as you wish. 

After breakfast we board our coach taking a steady drive to Mevagissey, 
a village nestled in a small valley and facing east to the Mevagissey 
Bay. The inner and outer harbours are busy with a mixture of pleasure 
vessels and working fishing boats. Mevagissey village centre consists 
of narrow streets with many places to eat and shops aimed at the 
tourist trade. The outer areas are built on the steep slopes of the 
surrounding hillsides and are mostly residential. 

Our day continues with a visit to Fowey, via boat from Mevagissey 
Harbour. Fawey is a quaint but bustling little fishing town nestled on 
the south Cornwall coast where the deep water harbour is a paradise for 
sailing fanatics. It is crammed with pretty, crooked little streets, lined 
with independent boutiques, which tumble down to the waterside 
where you can take in the comings and goings of this busy little port.

Following our stop in Fawey, we make our way along the south 
Cornish coast with a stop at the pretty fishing village of Polperro via 
the Bodinnick car ferry before heading back to Gorran Haven and 
dinner together in our hotel. 

Accommodation: Llawnroc Hotel

DAY 6 Port Isaac - Padstow - Lanhydrock
Today’s explorations take us over to the west side to Cornwall’s 
Northern Coastline, starting with a stroll around Port Isaac, a picture 
postcard quintessential Cornwall fishing village and harbour. The 
fishing village was made famous by the Doc Martin television series 
and still retains it classical splendour. This is a great spot for your 
holiday photographs. 

By midday we arrive into Padstow, having absorbed and bought into 
the local lifestyle of the Cornish folks’ way of life, to take lunch at Rick 
Stein’s famous The Seafood Restaurant in Padstow. Your table is already 
booked, ready for you to take your pick from a menu of fresh-off-the-
boat Cornish seafood and international favourites.  

We follow our lunch with a leisurely afternoon in Lanhydrock House 
and gardens, allowing that fresh fish lunch to digest. Lanhydrock is an 
unpretentious family home showing two sides of Victorian life: from 
the kitchens, nurseries and servants’ quarters, which offer a thrilling 
glimpse into life ‘below-stairs’, to the luxurious family areas, elegant 
dining room and spacious bedrooms which reveal the comforts of 
‘upstairs’ living. You are free to join a garden or estate tour with one 
of the friendly volunteer guides or explore at your own pace with in 
the formal garden or three circular estate walks. Dinner tonight will 
be back at our Hotel.

Accommodation: Llawnroc Hotel

DAY 7 St Michael’s Mount - Porthcurno - St Ives
This morning, after a hearty breakfast, we set off towards St Michael’s 
Mount, a tidal island just off the coast of Penzance. Here we explore 
the village, medieval castle and gardens, which are brimming with 
treasures and stories from the past. 

Early this afternoon we transfer to Porthcurno and visit the world-
famous Minack Theatre, an open-air theatre constructed above a gully 
with a rocky granite outcrop jutting into the sea. Still in use today, 
its theatrical season runs each year from May to September and 
entertains over 80,000 people a year. The theatre has appeared in a 
listing of the world’s most spectacular theatres. 

Later today we transfer to St Ives and join a walking tour of this 
historic centre, famed as one of England’s prettiest towns, before 
returning to Gorran Haven for a free evening, perhaps with time to 
pop down to the beach for a dip. 

Accommodation: Llawnroc Hotel



Durham Cathedral

DAY 8 Tregothnan - Lyme Regis - Lower Severalls
This morning we pack our bags and head towards Lower Severalls for 
the night on our way back towards Winchester. 

Enroute we stop off to explore the Tregothnan Estate, Cornwall’s 
largest country estate and the historic seat of the Boscawen family. 
We will visit the lovely grounds where a member of the gardening 
team will give us a private tour, including their famous tea plantation, 
where we’ll learn all about the only tea grown in England. 

Following our garden and tea tour, we will get to sample some of the 
delicious local produce, including a Cream Tea. 

Our road trip continues into the County of Dorset, stopping at Lyme 
Regis to view the harbour wall known as the Cobb which appears in 
Jane Austen’s novel Persuasion and in John Fowles’ novel The French 
Lieutenant’s Woman, allowing time for you to walk in the footsteps of 
Jane Austen’s heroines. 

Lyme Regis is also noted for its fossils found in cliffs and beaches on 
the Heritage Coast or Jurassic Coast – a World Heritage Site. 

Subject to tides we might also get a chance to visit Hive Beach, 
which is notable for its fame as the main location for the TV series 
Broadchurch. Whether we get to walk the beach or not, you will wish 
to have the camera handy for a photograph of those majestic cliffs. 

After the fresh air of the Jurassic Coast, we head to our stop for the 
night at Lower Severalls where we will have dinner together. 

Accommodation: Haselbury Mill Hotel

DAY 9 Lower Severalls - Winchester
Today we farewell the south coast and make our way towards 
Winchester.

Travelling the Old Roman Road towards Salisbury, and then on into 
the city of Winchester where we stop to take in a tour of Winchester 
Cathedral. The Cathedral was originally built in 1079 and remains the 
longest Gothic cathedral in Europe. Near to the Cathedral is Winchester 
Cathedral Close which contains a number of historic buildings from the 
time when the cathedral was also a priory. The Deanery, which dates 
back to the thirteenth century was originally the Prior’s House, and was 
the birthplace of Arthur, Prince of Wales, in 1486.

Our second visit within the city will be to Winchester museum where 
we will observe the handing over to the museum for safe guardianship, 
historic military medals earned by a Kiwi during his war service time 
within a Nepalese Regiment.

That afternoon we take a short flight from Southampton to Newcastle 
and head towards rural Northumberland and the home county of your 
host.

The rest of the afternoon is free for unpacking and enjoying the hotel 
prior to meeting for a group dinner at Matfen Hall this evening.

Accommodation: Matfen Hall Hotel



Lindisfarne Holy Island

DAY 10 Matfen - Corbridge – Beamish- Wark
Today is broken into two parts. After breakfast, we will head out into 
the local countryside for our first stop in the Roman market town of 
Corbridge, less than 10 minutes’ drive from our hotel where will also 
visit our first Roman ruins and museum. Corbridge or its Latin name of 
Cortstopitum boasts the church of St Andrew and a history stretching 
back into the Dark Ages. In the 7th century the Corbridge area was part 
of a royal estate and much of its older stonework, was brought there 
from the nearby Roman fort of Corstopitum. The most obvious Roman 
remain is the high and narrow tower arch, brought here in its entirety 
from the Roman fort. It is thought to date to around AD 150. Its river 
bridge over the Tyne dates back to the 17th-century and is also built of 
local stone. 

Mid-morning, we will make our way to the town of Bemish and spend 
a few hours going back in time as we experience the vibrancy of the 
Beamish Open-Air Museum. This inspires and transforms guests back 
to bygone days and recall all those memoires of old school & halls, hot 
bread shops, open top buses, singing hinnies and an old-style working 
farm to name a few things to see and experience. The employees of the 
museum dress up in northern local historic clothing and bring alive 
what it would have been like to live in the north back in the day.

Mid-afternoon, we will return to our hotel for a ‘siesta’ before taking 
dinner together a local Tynedale Pub, then heading off to spend time 
at the local dark sky observatory in the village of Wark, to see if we can 
catch a glimpse of the Northern Lights.

Accommodation: Matfen Hall Hotel

DAY 11 Durham – Matfen – Durham – Gateshead
This morning we take a gentle start to the day to compensate for 
our previous night’s start gazing evening before we head off to tour 
Durham City which will includes a river cruise and a visit to the 
beautiful Cathedral and its cloisters. Durham Cathedral holds the 
relics of Saint Cuthbert, transported to Durham by Lindisfarne monks 
in the ninth century. We will visit Lindisfarne later in the week. In 
addition, the Cathedrals library contains one of the most complete 
sets of early printed books in England, the pre-Dissolution monastic 
accounts, and three copies of the Magna Carta in its cloisters.

Later in the day, as we head back towards our hotel in Matfen, we will 
take a short detour to stop and view the must-see Angel of the North.

Accommodation: Matfen Hall Hotel

DAY 12 Matfen - Once Brewed - Gilsland

Today is all about the Romans as we head off to visit the Sill Landscape 
Discovery Centre. We will also explore the UNESCO World Heritage 
Site and Roman fort Vanderlande, discovering the fascinating history 
of the Roman Empire in Northumberland, and why they built a 
70-mile-long wall between England and Scotland. 

En route we call into Once Brewed and Gilsland to view Hadrian’s Wall 
near Birdoswald Fort. Dinner tonight is in our hotel. 

Accommodation: Matfen Hall Hotel

DAY 13 Belsay - Cambo - Alnwick
This morning we will pack our bags, travelling away from rural 
Tyneside out to the coastal area of Northumberland, where we will 
base ourselves in Alnwick for the next four nights, only a short drive 
to an amazing Northumberland coastline with its miles of golden sand. 

Alnwick is known for its famous castle, which also has a country house 
in the grounds used by His Grace the 12th Duke of Northumberland. 
Alnwick Castle was built following the Norman conquest and receives 
over 800,000 visitors per year. 

Today we will focus on gardens and local stately homes, visiting Belsay 
Hall Castle, a Regency style country house which is regarded as the 
first British country house to be built entirely in the new Greek revival 
style. This will be followed by an afternoon visit to Wallington Hall, 
one of the finest old houses in Northumberland. Within the estate are 
four curious stone gargoyle or griffin heads, which originate from Old 
Aldersgate, one of the city gates in London that was rebuilt after the 
Great Fire of 1666. 

In mid-afternoon we will visit Cragside Hall and Gardens, which 
were developed and built for and by Lord and Lady Armstrong, key 
North East gentry figures in their day who were industrial magnates, 
scientists, philanthropists and inventors of the hydraulic crane and 
the Armstrong gun. Cragside was advanced for its day and was the 
first house in the world to ever have hydroelectricity. 

Accommodation: The White Swan Alnwick

DAY 14 Amble - Alnmouth - Craster
After breakfast, we will enjoy a scenic drive up the coast, firstly 
stopping off at Amble Harbour village where the coals from Newcastle 
used to be shipped all over the world. We will see the regeneration 
program that has taken place and how Amble has turned itself around 
to being a tourist destination and a place where locals now want to 
own weekend hideouts (or a bach, as we call them). 

Later that morning, we will pass by the entrance of Warkworth Castle 
on our way to the gaily painted houses strung along the north bank of 
the River Aln Estuary, in the picturesque town of Alnmouth. 

Alnmouth was once an important grain port for the area. The town 
has a fascinating history and general fear of invasion after various 
attempts over the centuries resulting in the Duke of Northumberland 
maintaining an army in the 19th century called the Percy Volunteers, 
and a gun battery was installed overlooking Alnmouth in 1852. 

Travelling from Alnmouth we will arrive in Craster in time for lunch 
and some free time to be spent roaming around the small town, where 
you can see how the famous Craster Herron Kippers are smoked (and 
have a taste). After lunch, we will take the gentle 1.75-mile walking 
route to Dunstanburgh Castle, strolling beside the sea. 

We have allowed some additional free time this evening for you to 
explore the fine eating houses of Alnwick 

Accommodation: The Swan Alnwick



Beamish

Trip Highlights
• AVEBURY – stone circle

• DEVIZES – Caen Hill locks

• WELLS – Cathedral

• BATH – Roman Baths and Pump Room

• BRISTOL – SS Great Britain

• BOVEY TRACEY – Dartmoor Pony Heritage Trust 

• BUCKLAND MONACHORUM – Abbey 

• COETHELE – House and Gardens 

• LANHYDROCK – House and Gardens  

• ST MICHAEL’S MOUNT – Castle 

• PORTHCURNO – Minack Theatre 

• PORT ISAAC – Home of Doc Martin TV Series

• PADSTOW – lunch at Rick Stein’s Famous Seafood 
Restaurant

• TREGOTHNAN – Garden Tour with Cream Tea 

• WINCHESTER – Cathedral 

• WINCHESTER – Museum

• DURHAM – Cathedral 

• DURHAM – River Cruise 

• BEAMISH – Open Air Live Museum 

• WARK – Dark Sky Observatory Evening 

• ONCE BREWED – Sill Landscape Discovery Centre and 
Vindolandia Roman Fort 

• GILSLAND – Birdoswald Roman Fort 

• BEAMISH - Open Air Live Museum

• BELSAY – Hall and Gardens 

• CAMBO – Wallington Hall 

• ROTHBURY – Cragside 

• AMBLE – Warkworth Castle 

• CRASTER – Dunstanburgh Castle 

• SEAHOUSES – Boat to Farne Islands 

• LINDISFARNE – Visitor Centre and Tasting Lindisfarne 
Mead at a Local Pub 

• CORBRIDGE - Roman Museum

DAY 15 Seahouses - Bamburgh - Holy Island
This morning we will head back to the coast and spend the morning 
sailing out from Seahouses into the North Sea for about 3 miles with 
one of the local friendly charter boat families. We will sail around the 
Farne Islands, and learn about the puffins, guillemots and other sea-
based creatures who have chosen these wonderful islands just off the 
North East coast as their home for many years. 

Climbing back aboard our coach, we’ll head to Bamburgh to see the 
lighthouse where Grace Darling and her father lived, and hear the 
story of the heroic night on the 7th of September 1838, when they 
rowed out together into the stormy, icy cold North Sea to save many 
lives from a sinking fishing boat that had hit the rocks nearby, without 
fear for their own lives. They were both awarded the Silver Medal for 
bravery during the reign of Queen Victoria. 

We will visit the local church in Bamburgh just below the massive 
castle that stands up high on the rocks where Grace was buried later 
in her life. We may even meet the local Vicar Brian Hurst (your host 
Peter’s old school buddy). 
In the afternoon, we will drive the tidal causeway onto Lindisfarne 
Holy Island to see its upturned fishing boats that now have a new 
lease of life as locals’ ‘Man Caves’ and ‘Man Sheds’. We will visit the 
Priory where monks once lived, and hear about St Cuthbert and the 
Christian role he and others played in the area, as recorded in history 
from the 6th century AD. 

We will then visit a local pub to try the Lindisfarne Mead, which is 
a local and world famous honey-based alcoholic beverage, originally 
created by the monks of Lindisfarne. Lindisfarne also has a long 
history of invasion from the Vikings and the Normans during the 
conquest of England, which we will hear more about on the tour. 
Tonight is our tour farewell dinner together - food - fun - farewells.

Accommodation: The White Swan Alnwick

DAY 16 Alnwick - Airport transfer
This morning we will pack and say our farewell to the United Kingdom 
as we prepare for our airport transfer and midday flight from 
Newcastle International Airport back to New Zealand (via Dubai). We 
have arranged a hotel room inside Dubai Airport Hotel on our way 
home, to give everybody a rest and to ease the flight connection times. 
Meals in-flight.



Find us on Facebook

YOURTravel home pick up (T&Cs apply)

Fully escorted with a YOURTours Host

All flights, including international flights  
from New Zealand

Premium Luxury and Boutique accommodation

Services of local guides throughout

Lunch at Rick Stein’s The Seafood Restaurant

Meals as per itinerary

Classic afternoon tea and scones

Entrance fees to itinerary-listed excursions

Gratuities

Farewell Special Dinner

Quality air-conditioned private coach

Tour price NZD $15,595 
per person/twin share 

Single supplement $1,747

Cornwall & 
Northumberland
with a taste of Somerset & Dorset 

16 Day Tour Includes
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0800 470 005
www.yourtours.co.nz

Maclean St, Paraparaumu Beach  |  04 297 0008  |  tours@yourtours.co.nz

A division of YOURTravel group.

We invite you to join us on one of our 
fully hosted small group tours, with a 
maximum of 18 guests.
Based on the beautiful Kapiti Coast with our guests joining us 

from all corners of New Zealand, we believe you will be pleasantly 

surprised by just how much we include in our tour price. 

• Our Sapphire tours are our comfort tours and offer Heritage, 

Boutique and a minimum of 4* standard accommodation. 

• Our Diamond tours are our premium tours and all offer no less 

than 5* standard accommodation.

When you book with us, you can also rest assured that your Tour 

Host will always be one of our friendly well-experienced YOURTours 

team members, ensuring you are looked after from start to finish.

SOUTHAMPTON

WINCHESTER

NEWCASTLE AIRPORT

3


