
  

 

 

 

SOUTH ISLAND TOP TO TOE 
KAPITI – BLENHEIM – OAMARU – INVERCARGILL – STEWART ISLAND – TE ANAU – 
QUEENSTOWN – FRANZ JOSEF – WESTPORT – NELSON - KAPITI  
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16 Day Fully Hosted Tour 
 

Pickups from Manawatu, Horowhenua, Kapiti and Wellington 



All in-flight meals included. Breakfast Lunch Dinner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    SOUTH ISLAND TOP TO TOE ITINERARY 18 April to 3 May 2021 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

SUN 18 Kapiti – Blenheim                                                     
Departing Kapiti, we travel to our capital city prior to our cruise out 
onto the Cook Strait on the Interislander and through New 
Zealand’s only true sounds, the picturesque Queen Charlotte Sound 
into Picton. Reboarding our coach and travel through to Blenheim 
in the heart of Marlborough Wine Country. Welcome Dinner at the 
hotel this evening. 
 

MON 19 Blenheim – Oamaru                                              
An early departure this morning for a full day of travel. Travel south 
along a thin ledge of land pinned between the blue waters of the 
Pacific Ocean and the rugged ranges to Kaikoura, where the 
mountains meet the sea.  Continuing down the eastern coastline 
through the towns of Ashburton and Timaru and through Temuka, 
which is known for its pottery to Oamaru.  Dinner at our 
accommodation. 
 

TUE 20 Oamaru                                                                     
After the long drive south, we have a late start to the morning.  
Explore the heritage of Oamaru in the Victorian Precinct, where 
you will find, shops, galleries and traditional crafts within some of 
the Southern Hemispheres most complete Victorian streetscapes 
and19th century architecture. Visit the ‘White Stone City’ where 
the old buildings have been constructed with local limestone. It was 
from Oamaru that New Zealand’s first frozen meat was shipped in 
1882 taking over three months to reach England, and thus began 
New Zealand’s most important export industry.  We also visit 
Steampunk HQ located in an 1883 Oamaru stone building, at the 
entrance of Oamaru's Victorian Precinct. Steampunk HQ features 
an interesting collection of retro-futuristic sci-fi art, movies, 
sculpture and sound.  This afternoon enjoy a guided tour of the 
Whitestone Cheese Factory, a behind the scenes look at the cheese 
making process.  This evening we visit the Oamaru Blue Penguin 
Colony - be captivated by nature and watch the penguins in their 
natural habitat, as they return home from sea in the evening. We 
will be informed about the lives of the penguins during a 
commentary delivered by one of the guides.   We then make our 
way out to the grandstand and enter into the breeding colony on a 
boardwalk and walk among their nesting burrows. In the Premium 
Viewing grandstand, we’ll view the penguins from only a few 
metres away. 

 

WED 21 Oamaru - Invercargill                                        
Today continue south, stopping at Moeraki Boulders to see these 
unusual giant marble-like boulders on the beach before arriving 
into Dunedin, a city proud of its Scottish Heritage. Dunedin marks 
the start of the Southern Scenic Route, travelling south on State 
Highway 1 through the small town of Mosgiel past Lake Waihola 
and the rural communities of Milton and Balclutha.  Contining on 
into The Catlins Forest Park, which is an area where native forest 
meets the water’s edge; a place of hidden waterfalls and river 
valleys; of rocky coastal bays, inlets and estuaries where the great 
Pacific Ocean bites into the land.  Travelling through some of the 
most lush and fertile farmland in the country we arrive in 
Invercargill, our most southern city.  Dinner at the hotel. 
 

THU 22 Invercargill – Stewart Island                          
No visit to Invercargill is complete without stopping by the store to 
see the E Hayes Motorworks Collection. 
Motorcycles, cars, engines and memorabilia - it's a range that is 
always expanding as new and interesting pieces are constantly 
being added.  Come and experience the legend of Burt Munro and 
the rest of their remarkable machines. We take time to visit Queens 
Park, a highlight of this New Zealand Garden of National 
Significance includes a stunning rose garden, a rhododendron dell, 
an azalea garden, a Japanese garden, bush paths through a selection 
of native plants, rock and herb gardens, and a stumpery. An indoor 
Winter Garden features tropical and flowering plants, and a range 
of cacti are displayed in an adjoining structure. The park also 
houses an impressive bird aviary, farmyard area, and animal 
enclosures. The motor enthusiasts amongst us may also like to 
spend time at Bill Richardson Transport World (optional & 
admission not included). Transport World is the largest private 
collection of its type in the world. Housed in over 15,000sqm of 
exquisite ‘sheds’ are over 250 vehicles including retro Kombi’s, 
Henry Ford Letter Cars, Model T’s, stunning 1930’s V8’s and 150 
vintage petrol bowsers. Later this afternoon we travel to Bluff for a 
photo of the famous signpost before boarding our catamaran ferry 
to Stewart Island.  Tonight, dinner is at the South Sea Hotel. 
 
Optional sightseeing - Stewart Island Wild Kiwi Encounter 



Trip Highlights 

• THE HERITAGE OF OAMARU 

• STEAMPUNK HQ 

• TOUR OF WHITESTONE CHEESE FACTORY 

• VISIT BLUE PENGUIN COLONY IN THE EVENING 
WATCHING THE PENGUINS RETURN 

• MOERAKI BOULDERS & FLEURS PLACE 

• THE CATLIN'S FOREST PARK 

• E HAYES MOTORWORKS COLLECTION INCLUDING THE 
LEGENDARY BURT MUNROE’S “INDIAN” 

• QUEENS PARK – A NEW ZEALAND GARDEN OF NATIONAL 
SIGNIFICANCE 

• STEWART ISLAND INCLUDING A CRUISE TO ULVA ISLAND 
AND THROUGH PATERSON INLET 

• MILFORD SOUND SCENIC CRUISE ROUND MILFORD 
SOUND 

• VISIT TO GLENORCHY & SCENIC RIDE UP THE BRAIDED 
CHANNELS OF THE DART RIVER AND SEE “LORD OF THE 
RINGS” MOVIE TRILOGY LOCATIONS 

• SIGHTSEEING OF QUEENSTOWN, ARROWTOWN & 
GIBBSTON VALLEY 

• STOP & VIEW OF FRANZ JOSEF GLACIER (WALK TO 
GLACIER FACE AVAILABLE IF REQUESTED) 

• SCENIC FLIGHT TO THE FRANZ JOSEF GLACIER 
(OPTIONAL AT AN ADDITIONAL COST) 

• GREENSTONE STUDIOS IN HOKITIKA 

• WEST COAST TREE TOPS WALK 

• PUNAKAIKI (PANCAKE) ROCKS 

• SIGHTSEEING OF WESTPORT 

• BULLER GORGE 

• SIGHTSEEING OF NELSON CITY 

• FAMOUS NELSON SATURDAY MARKET 

• PRIVATELY CHARTERED ABEL TASMAN CRUISE 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

South Island Top to Toe 
 
Discover this journey to New Zealand’s third and southernmost 
island – Stewart Island.  Each day will bring something new – drive 
over the rugged Kaikoura Ranges, see the White Stone City in Oamaru 
and the gigantic Moeraki Boulders, enjoy wildlife encounters, a 
guided tour through the Whitestone Cheese Factory and much more. 
 
Following your voyage from Bluff, you’ll explore Stewart Island’s 
eastern shoreline, including the renowned wildlife sanctuary of Ulva 
Island.  Enjoy relaxing amidst the sensations, scenes and moods as 
we travel back to the mainland to continue our journey with an 
excursion through lush rainforest in the Fiordland National Park to 
Milford Sound.  Pass through Kingston at the southern tip of Lake 
Wakatipu to the lakeside resort town of Queenstown.   
 
We enjoy the panoramic views of Coronet Peak and The 
Remarkables, traveling through the rugged Southern Alps, up the 
West Coast to Franz Josef Glacier.  We journey north through 
Hokitika, Greymouth and onto Punakaiki to view the famous Pancake 
Rocks, before travelling onwards to the wildness of Westport.   
 
Leaving this rugged region behind, we arrive in sunny Nelson, for our 
final three nights before we head home.   

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

SUN 25 Te Anau                                                                                                      
Departing Te Anau this morning for an excursion to Milford Sound. 
Fiordland National Park, part of the UNESCO Southwest New Zealand 
World Heritage Area is one of the great wilderness areas of the 
Southern Hemisphere. The scenery is spectacular with lofty 
mountains and deep valleys carved out by Ice Age glaciers. There are 
clear rushing streams and leaping waterfalls set in magnificent native 
rainforest. Rain or shine, the journey into Milford Sound captivates 
even the most seasoned traveller. At Milford Sound we board our 
comfortable vessel for a scenic cruise down Milford Sound past 
towering Mitre Peak towards the Tasman Sea. The Sound is 
dominated by the grandeur of Mitre Peak and the Bowen Falls and 
seals and dolphins are often seen in the clear waters of the fiord.  A 
picnic lunch is served on board. At the conclusion of our cruise we 
reboard the coach and retrace our journey back Te Anau.  Dinner at 
a local restaurant this evening. 

 

MON 26 Te Anau – Queenstown                                       
Departing Te Anau today, we travel past a large number of deer 
farms that are a feature of this area, then across the rolling farmland 
of Southland.  The terrain is quite bleak with tussock being among 
the prominent vegetation. Passing through Kingston at the southern 
tip of Lake Wakatipu, along the Devil's Staircase and into the lakeside 
resort town of Queenstown.  We continue on to Glenorchy to take our 
scenic jetboat ride up the braided channels of the Dart River in a wild 
and picturesque landscape, amidst the towering peaks, glaciers and 
ancient forests of spectacular Mt. Aspiring National Park.  Learn 
about the flora and fauna, history, and geology of this World Heritage 
Area from experienced guides.  Enjoy a short 30-minute walk 
through the primitive native beech forest as well as a 45-minute 
back-country road drive across the opposite side of the valley 
through Paradise where some of the locations were used for the 
‘Lord of the Rings’ movie trilogy.   Dinner at the hotel this evening. 
 

FRI 23 Stewart Island                                                 
This morning we meet our local guide for a Village and Bays Tour.  
Enjoy the comprehensive commentary providing an insight into 
Stewart Island’s community, history and environment. Highlights 
include the Rakiura National Park entrance at Lee Bay, Halfmoon 
Bay, Horseshoe Bay and views of Paterson Inlet from Observation 
Rock.  Joining the Ulva Island Explorer tour, cruising through 
Paterson Inlet to view hidden coves and unspoilt beaches and Ulva 
Island, a renowned wildlife sanctuary where many rare and 
endangered native species of birdlife and plants flourish in a 
predator free protected environment. During the easy 45-minute 
guided walk through native podocarp forest with a specialist nature 
guide you will be able to view diverse plant species and abundant 
bird life. The island is home to such wildlife as native Weka, Robins, 
rare Saddlebacks and Yellowheads among other species, even Kiwi 
are known to wander around in the area. Dinner together. 
 

SAT 24 Stewart Island – Te Anau                                

Depart Stewart Island by catamaran ferry at 8.00 am, arriving in Bluff 

at 9.00 am, where we meet our coach and driver.   Taking the 

Southern Scenic Route along the south coast we travel through the 

town of Riverton to Te Anau, gateway to the Fiordland National Park. 

Dinner at the hotel. 



  

FRI 30 Westport – Nelson                                                                                   
From Westport we drive inland on State Highway 6 through the 
Buller Gorge with the spectacular Buller River on one side and rock 
walls on the other.  We pass Nelson Lakes National Park before 
arriving into the sunny town of Nelson.  We visit the inspirational 
World of Wearable Art™ Gallery and Classic Car Museum today, 
discovering amazing art and perhaps your dream car.  
 

SAT 01 Nelson                                                                     
Free day today. This morning you may join your host to walk around 
the corner and visit the fabulous Nelson Market held at Montgomery 
Square in the heart of Nelson City, showcasing the best that the 
Nelson region has to offer in arts, crafts and produce.  The remainder 
of the day is yours at leisure. Dinner at a local restaurant this 
evening.  

 

SUN 02 Nelson                                                                   
This morning we travel to beautiful Kaiteriteri and connect on our 
privately chartered Abel Tasman cruise.  Onboard we will relax and 
unwind whilst viewing the sights of the wonderful Abel Tasman 
National Park, stopping in a lovely bay of our choosing for lunch.   
Later this afternoon we head back towards Nelson, stopping at the 
charming seaside town of Mapua for a stroll before this evening’s 
dinner together at a local Nelson Restaurant.    

 

MON 03 Nelson – Kapiti                                                          
An early start this morning as we travel from Nelson through Pelorus 
Bridge and Havelock to Picton prior to boarding the Interislander.  
Taking time to relax, acquire contact details of newfound friends and 
reflect on your journey, as we sail back to Wellington and onwards 
home.  

TUE 27 Queenstown                                                               
This morning we enjoy a sightseeing tour of Queenstown. Travelling 
out to Arrowtown, one of the most picturesque settlements in New 
Zealand, sitting alongside the gold-bearing Arrow River.  The town 
was established in 1862, during the height of the Otago gold rush.   
Onwards to the Gibbston Valley, also known as the 'Valley of the 
Vines', is one of the most scenic wine growing areas you'll ever 
encounter. Vineyards are sandwiched, sometimes precariously, 
between rugged schist mountains and the rocky Kawarau River 
gorge.  We enjoy a tour of New Zealand’s largest wine cave, followed 
by a wine tasting. The remainder of the day is yours at leisure. This 
evening we ride the scenic aerial gondola to enjoy a sumptuous buffet 
dinner at Skyline’s Stratosfare Restaurant & Bar, Queenstown's most 
spectacular location high above the city on Bob’s Peak. Whilst you 
dine, the panoramic views of Coronet Peak and The Remarkables 
mountain range and across the lake to Cecil and Walter Peak will 
captivate you. 

 

WED 28 Queenstown – Franz Josef                             
Today we travel across the fruit-growing Central Otago region, 
around the shores of glacial Lakes Wanaka and Hawea then into the 
rugged beauty of the Haast Pass as we travel through the Southern 
Alps.  Continuing up the West Coast past wild beaches, over mountain 
streams, through native rainforest and past bush-fringed lakes to 
Franz Josef Glacier. Dinner at the hotel. 

 

THU 29 Franz Josef – Westport                                       
This morning there is time available for an optional 20-minute scenic 
flight to the glacier, with snow landing (additional cost). Heading 
north through forests and farmlands - the Southern Alps rise steeply 
to the east and there are vistas of the Tasman Sea to the west. In 
Hokitika we visit the Greenstone studios where a jade stone is crafted 
into the jewellery and ornaments of both traditional and modern 
design before a majestic walk at Tree Tops, before continuing on to 
the gold and coal mining town of Greymouth.   Onwards to Paparoa 
National Park, stopping to view the unusual Pancake Rocks and Blow 
Hole at Punakaiki, before our stop for the evening in Westport. 
Dinner at the hotel. 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
  

SOUTH ISLAND  
TOP TO TOE 
16 Day Tour Includes 

Fully hosted by a YOURTravel Tour Host 

Premium and Boutique Accommodation 

Sightseeing & Entrance Fees as indicated 
on itinerary 

Meals as per itinerary  

Departs 18 April 2021 

Price from $6,995pp twin share 

Single supplement $1,240

 
 
 
 
 

You are invited to join us on one of 
our fully escorted small group 
tours, with a maximum of 18 guests. 
 
We are based on the beautiful Kapiti Coast with our guests 

joining us from all corners of New Zealand. We believe you’ll 

be pleasantly surprised by just how much we include in our 

tour price. 

 
You can be reassured that your Tour Host will always be one 

of our friendly well-experienced YOURTravel Team Members, 

ensuring you are looked after from start to finish. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 

 

 

 

 

04 297 1392 

www.yourtravel.co.nz 
17a Maclean St. Paraparaumu Beach | 0800 470 005 

info@yourtravel.co.nz 

       Find us on Facebook 
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             START/END OF TOUR            OVERNIGHT STAYS 
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