
TURKISH DELIGHTS
September 2020

18 Day Fully Escorted Small Group Tour



Turkey is considered one of the lesser-known jewels of Europe and perhaps the world! It’s here where the east meets 

the west and Europe and Asia connect. We take you on a wonderful journey comprising of hidden gems and must-

see highlights. We visit the ancient sites of Troy, Hierapolis and Ephesus. A chance to swim in the rural beaches 

of Pamucak. Experience the Turquoise coast of Kas and step back in time and encounter the solemn battlefields 

of Gallipoli. Enjoy the hot springs of the terraces in Pamukkale. Jump in a hot-air balloon and see the beauty of 

Cappadocia and its whimsical fairy chimneys and peculiar rock formations. Or simply wander the modern bazaars 

in Istanbul in preparation of your local cookery class. If you have ever wanted to experience that quaint essential 

Mediterranean village feel, drink the local wines and taste the freshest of salads and sun kissed olive oils, then 

Turkey is the place for you. It is sure to amaze and see you returning home with countless memories.

TURKISH DELIGHTS



Istanbul

All in-flight meals included. Breakfast Lunch Dinner

MON 21 Istanbul - Gallipoli - Canakkale
Leaving behind the City of Istanbul after breakfast this morning, 
we head towards Canakkale, taking a tour to the Gallipoli Peninsula 
enroute. 

Gallipoli is one of the most emotionally touching places in Turkey. 
Here, we visit the WW1 Battlefeilds of Gallipoli including the Lone 
Pine and Chunuk Bair Memorials, ANZAC Cove, Johnstons Jolly, 
The Nek and the original trenches and tunnels. 

Before crossing the Dardanelles river, we visit one of the local 
vineyard (Suvla Winery) and whilst we enjoy our wine tasting 
we have also arranged for a local historian to join us to provide a 
indepth overview of the Gallipoli campaign. Buyuk Truva Hotel - 5* 

TUE 22 Canakkale - Troy - Kusadasi
Today we travel on to Kusadasi, our home for the next three nights. 

As we step back in time we visit Troy, home of the famed Trojan 
horse and tour the magnificent acropolis of Pergamum. Its 
impressive temples and library made Pergamum a renowned 
cultural and political centre in its time.  

Kuşadası is a lovely beach resort town on Turkey’s western Aegean 
coast. A jumping-off point for visiting the classical ruins at nearby 
Ephesus (or Efes). 

It’s seafront promenade, marina, and harbour are lined with hotels 
and restaurants. 

This afternoon we check into our hotel and then you have free time 
to explore locally and to make your own arrangements for evening 
dinner. Ilayda Avantgarde Hotel – 5*

FRI 18 New Zealand - Istanbul 
This morning, after collection from your home and prior to our 
flight, we will have plenty of time for introductions with your fellow 
travelers, before beginning what is sure to become a memorable tour.

SAT 19 Istanbul
On arrival into Istanbul early this morning and after completing 
the Immigration and Custom formalities, we meet our local tour 
manager & guide who have arranged an early check-in to our hotel.  

After time for a rest and refresh following our flight, we will gather 
at the hotel early afternoon for a light lunch and a short briefing 
about our tour program for the next 3 weeks. 

Later in the afternoon we then take a short drive to board our 
boat for a gentle cruise along the Bosphorus river, taking in the 
panoramic views of Istanbul at night, accompanied by dinner and 
traditional folk dancing, this is sure to be a memorable start to our 
journey together.  Levni Hotel – 5* 

SUN 20 Istanbul
This morning will begin with a city tour of Istanbul, including a 
visit to the Blue Mosque (Sultan Ahmet Camii), famous for its six 
minarets, it’s beautiful blue Iznik tiles, unique architecture and 
marble lattice work. 

Later in the morning we will be taken to the magnificent Haghia 
Sophia built by Constantine the Great and reconstructed by 
Justinian in the 6th century. It is known as one of the world’s 
greatest architectural marvels. 

We also take the opportunity to walk up to the Grand Bazaar and 
afterwards you will visit the old bookstore at Beyazit Square and 
pay a visit to the Suleymaniye Mosque. 

After a full day sight-seeing, tonight leaves you some free time and 
a good opportunity to perhaps explore the local restaurants and 
eating places nearby. Levni Hotel – 5* 
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Temple of Artemis

THU 25 Kusadasi – Pamukkale
After breakfast we say goodbye to Kusadasi and journey towards 
Pamukkale, visiting a local village of leather-goods makers along 
the way. 
Pamukkale, meaning “cotton castle” in Turkish, is a natural site in 
Denizli in southwestern Turkey. The area is famous for a carbonate 
mineral left by the flowing water. 
Don’t forget to pack your togs in your hand luggage today as we 
will take a dip in the Travertines amongst ancient columns in the 
hot springs that were used in Roman times for their therapeutic 
powers. Following on from our lovely warm dip in the hot springs, 
we will then visit the ancient Greco-Roman city of Hierapolis. 
Adempira Hotel – 5*

FRI 26 Pamukkale - Aphrodisias - Kayakoy - Fethiye
Today we head south towards the Mediterranean coast for the next 
3 days, visiting the ancient site of Aphrodisias along the way. 

Aphrodisias the ancient city dedicated to Aphrodite, the goddess of 
Beauty, Love and Fertility, also famous for its school of sculpture. 
We visit the stadium, which is the best preserved in Anatolia. 
During the Greek and Roman periods in Anatolia athletic games 
and competitions, gladiatorial fights and chariot races were held in 
giant stadium of Aphrodite. 

This afternoon we visit Kayakoy, known locally as the ghost 
town. Kayaköy village now serves as a museum and is a historical 
monument. Around 500 houses remain as ruins and are under 
the protection of the Turkish government, including two Greek 
Orthodox Churches, which remain the most important sites of the 
ghost town. There is a private museum on the history of the town 
which we will visit as well as viewing the village fountain that dates 
from the seventeenth century. 

We have built in some quality time today for photo stops, whilst 
the afternoon sunlight also provides excellent opportunities for 
great shots at this deserted Greek village. 

Dinner will be at the Hotel this evening. Yatch Classic Hotel – 5* 

WED 23 Kusadasi - Ephesus - Kusadasi                      
Today we absorb ourselves in history with a guided tour of Ephesus 
and a visit to the site of the Temple of Artemis, also known as 
the Temple of Diana, which was a Greek temple dedicated to an 
ancient, local form of the goddess Artemis (associated with Diana, 
a Roman goddess). 

The Temple was located in Ephesus (near the modern town of 
Selçuk in present-day Turkey) and completely rebuilt twice, once 
after a devastating flood and then again three hundred years later 
after an act of arson, and in its final form was one of the Seven 
Wonders of the Ancient World. By 401 AD it had been ruined or 
destroyed. Only its foundations and fragments of the last temple 
remain at the site however still holds a mystical atmosphere of the 
ancient city and theatre. 

Later that day we continue to the former Greek village of Sirince, 
famous for its fruit wines and carpet weaving. Carpet weaving has 
long traditions in Turkey.  Whilst visiting the carpet village we 
learn how the carpets are made by hand and what determines their 
value. Ilayda Avantgarde Hotel – 5*

WED 24 Kusadasi
Today is a full day at leisure for you to explore the local area at your 
own pace. Perhaps sip a frappuccino or a Turkish expresso in one 
of the local coffee shops and watch the cruise ships come and go or 
take a short trip to pigeon Island, also known as Bird Island and 
visit the Museum inside the old Byzantine Castle.  

For horse lovers you could take a trek through the forests and over 
the local mountains until you reach the rural beach of Pamucak, 
allowing you the chance to swim with the horses and gallop along 
the sandy beach and is sure to delight. 

Of course, you may use this time to simply sit down, relax and 
enjoy the panoramic view of Kusadasi whilst reading a good book. 
Ilayda Avantgarde Hotel – 5*



Antalya Harbour

SAT 27 Fethiye
After breakfast we pack our togs once again for what is going to be 
an amazing day out sailing in and around the port city and district 
of Fethiye, on Turkey’s southwestern Turquoise Coast. 

Known for its natural harbour, blue waters and numerous rock 
tombs including the 4th-century B.C. Tomb of Amyntas, carved 
into a bluff overlooking the city. In the south, the beach at Ölüdeniz 
is sheltered by a lagoon, and Butterfly Valley is a designated nature 
reserve. We explore the local waters stopping off at various islands 
with 3 - 4 swimming stops along the way. A simple but plentiful 
lunch is included. Returning to the harbour later in the afternoon 
gives you the remainder of your day free to wander the market 
town and perhaps look for that special Tavin with a lovely sea view, 
with local wines and those fresh Mediterranean fish and salads.  

Fethiye old town is a charming neighbourhood to wander through 
and you really do have to see it with your own eyes to be reminded 
that places like this still do exist in the world. 

Yatch Classic Hotel – 5* 

SUN 28 Fethiye – Patara Beach – Kas
As we leave Fethiye and its heritage sites, archaeological wonders, 
pristine beaches and lagoons and towering mountains behind, 
we head for Kas continuing to driving along the Fethiye coastline 
towards Patar and Petara Beach areas.

This morning, on the way to the town of Petara, we will stop off 
at Patara Beach and take a relaxing walk-through the sand dunes 
onto the beach providing another opportunity to dip our toes in 
the Med, or for the keen sea swimmers, perhaps a morning dip in a 
unique environment accompanied and overlooked by this ancient 
city. 

This afternoon we arrive into Kaş, a seaside town on the 
Mediterranean coast in southwestern Turkey, where the modern 
town occupies the site of ancient Antiphellos with still-visible 
ruins including a theater. The 4th-century-B.C. Lion Tomb, with 2 
carved lion heads, is one of many Lycian rock tombs in the area. 
The town center has whitewashed houses and buildings covered in 
bougainvillea. 

Dinner tonight is at our local hotel in Kas. Payam Hotel – 5* 

MON 29 Kas – Antalya
Today we travel from Kas towards Antalya in an area known as the 
Turquoise Coast, for its clear blue waters. 

As we travel towards Antalya, we stop at the Byzantine Church 
of St Nicholas, an ancient Byzantine Greek Church located in 
modern-day town of Demre. Its usage is dated from its 6th century 
construction until its final abandonment in 1923, when the 
remaining Greek natives of Demre were required to leave by the 
Population exchange between Greece and Turkey. It is notable for 
being the burial place of St. Nicholas of Myra, a 4th-century Greek 
Christian bishop of the ancient city of Myra. 

On arrival in Antalya we take a walking tour of the old town known 
as “Kaleiçi” which will also include a visit Hadrian’s Gate, the 
Ancient Harbour and Suna-Inan Kiraç Kaleiçi Museum which also 
has a Greek Orthodox Church in its garden! Dogan Hotel – 5*

TUE 30 Antalya – Cappadocia
Upwards and onwards, today we leave behind our golden and 
rocky beaches, sand dunes and quintessential Mediterranean style 
towns, for the inland and famous historic region of Cappadocia, 
our home for the next 3 nights.

Along the way today we will visit the mausoleum of Mevlana 
Celaleddin Rumi with its accompanying museum as well as the 
Sultanhani Caravansary, the largest in Anatolia en route. This 
fortified structure was built in 1229, during the reign of the 
Seljuk Sultan by the Syrian architect Muhammad ibn Khalwan al-
Dimashqi (Dimashqi meaning from Damascus) This monumental 
caravanserai then became the largest in Turkey. It is seen as one of 
the best examples of Anatolian Seljuk architecture in Turkey.

Arrival in to Cappadocia is sure to be a delight……..the land of 
whimsical fairy chimneys and peculiar rock formations. Coming to 
Cappadocia is almost like visiting another planet.

The landforms are so unique that it’s hard to believe they really 
exist until you see them with your own eyes. 

Our base will be the MDC Cave Hotel which features an impeccable 
blend of luxury, beauty, style and cultural heritage and is located 
in an extremely characteristic, quiet and charming area. All 
within walking distance to city centre and is surrounded by the 
extraordinary beauty of valleys, fairy chimneys and relaxing nature 
and is often talked about as one of the the best hotels in Turkey.

MDC Cave Hotel – 5*



Cappadocia WED 1 Cappadocia
We wanted you to experience visiting a place that is like stepping 
into another world, which is why we have put Cappadocia on our 
list and we believe 3 days here exploring is the perfect amount of 
time.  Allowing for enough time to visit all of the big “must-do” 
sites, maybe do a little hiking, explore some caves, and even go on 
a hot air balloon ride if your heart desires. 

This morning, you will have the chance to explore the jewels of 
Cappadocia. 

Our first stop today is Esentepe, followed by a visit to Uchisar Castle 
the highest point and pearl of Cappadocia, Uchisar Castle covers 
the very huge area. It takes approximately 120 steps to climb at 
the peak of this glorious fortress. We then visit Goreme Open air 
museum and Ortahisar castle . Ortahisar means “middle castle,” 
and as its name implies, it is central among the Cappadocian towns 
of Goreme, Urgup, Uchisar and Nevsehir, and only a few kilometers 
from the Goreme Open Air Museum. 

After Göreme Open Air Museum we travel along to Pasabag or 
Monks Valley as it is more commonly referred to, an area that’s 
noted for its fairy chimneys (Peri Bacalarıin Turkish). The unusual 
moon-like landscape with its extraordinary formations will blow 
you away, Monks Valley and its fairy chimneys are just fascinating. 
If you’re wondering why these unusual rock formations are called 
fairy chimneys, it’s because the early inhabitants of Cappadocia 
believed that these were the chimneys for the fairies who lived 
under the ground. MDC Cave Motel - 5*

THU 2 Cappadocia
Today we have planned a trip to Pigeon Valley Red Valley and 
Avanos. The first valley we enter (pigeon) is named for the many 
pigeon houses or dovecotes carved into the rocks and cliffs and is 
another amazing site best seen by going there rather than a picture 
in a book.

Years ago the pigeons were used as message carriers, and their 
droppings were used as fertilizer and maybe even for use in making 
explosives. Today, very few, if any, pigeons are kept in the valley, 
although many locals keep them as pets in their own columbariums. 
and then onto Red Valley.

One of the most fascinating sights you’ll encounter when you 
visit Red Valley in Cappadocia, are the numerous cave churches, 
many of which have been decorated with the most amazing frescos 
imaginable. Amazingly enough, most of the frescos have also 
retained their vibrant colors. Rather than just being typical caves, 
the churches have instead been carved out of the cliffs and rocks, 
which needless to say make the spectacle evermore fascinating. 
Red Valley is also home to many cave houses, some of which are 
connected by means of tunnels. Both the houses and the tunnels 
were also carved out of the rocks, and were mostly used by those 
fleeing persecution.

After visiting the cave churches and an underground city, we spend 
the afternoon in the town of Avanos which is the capital city of the 
province. The old city of Avanos, whose name in ancient times was 
Venessa, overlooks the longest river of Turkey, the Kızılırmak (Red 
River), which also separates Avanos from the rest of Cappadocia.
The most famous historical feature of Avanos, which is still relevant 
and very visible today, is its production of earthenware pottery; it 
is also the most economic activity in the town.

The ceramic trade in this district and its countless pottery factories 
date right back to the Hittites, and the ceramic clay from the red silt 
of the Kızılırmak has always been used. It is a popular destination 
because of its attractive old town with cobbled streets, and views 
over the river. 

We will learn about hand-made pottery before ending our day and 
heading back to our hotel for dinner together at a local restaurant. 

MDC Cave Hotel – 5*



FRI 3 Cappadocia – Kayseri – Istanbul
Today we leave Cappadocia on a short internal flight back to 
Istanbul. The trip from Cappadocia to Istanbul by road is a long one 
and can often meet with trafficc issue and road delays, hence taking 
the easist and fastet route back for our final two days.

On arrival back into Istanbul, your afternoon and evening is at 
leisure to re-explore Istanbul city, maybe head back to something 
that caught your eye on our first days in the city or look for those 
special gifts to take home.  All within easy walking distance from 
our hotel. Topkapı Palace is 5 to 10 minutes walking distance, Hagia 
Sophia 5-10 minutes walking distance, Basilica Cistern 5 minutes 
walking distance, Grand Baazar 15 minutes walking distance, Spice 
Baazar 8 minutes walking distance.  Levni Hotel – 5* 

SAT 4 Istanbul
Following a relaxing start to the day, we will spend our last full 
afternoon together in this delightful country.

After breafast today we take an escorted tour of the local spice 
market to gain a better understanding of these wondefull food 
enhancers which Im sure will come in very handy later in the day. 
We have built in some free time to collect your last minute shopping 
or maybe have an optional Turkish bath treatment at the hotel.

Later in the afternoon we begin to prepare for our final farewell 
dinner together, however with a twist ??  We are lucky enough  to 
have been invited by the hotel chef to join him in his kitchen, where 
he will instruct us in all making our own delicious farewell turkish 
dinner.

Once we have created our masterpiece, it will be served to us at the 
rooftop restaurant, accompanied by a few fine tipples with time to 
reflect and remember our favourite moments of the tour together.

Levni Hotel – 5* 

SUN 5 Istanbul
Sadly as the saying goes, all good things must come to an end. 
Today marks the end of our incredible tour through Turkey. 

This afternoon, following a relaxing breakfast and time to pack, 
we will be transferred to the airport for our flight home to New 
Zealand.

Cappadocia



0800 470 005
www.yourtravel.co.nz

Maclean St. Paraparaumu Beach  |  04 297 0008  |  tours@yourtravel.co.nz

A division of YOURTravel group.

YOURTours home pick up

Fully escorted by YOURTours Host

International flights ex New Zealand

Premium and boutique accommodation

Services of local guides throughout

Meals as per itinerary

Gratuities

Departs September 2020

Price $10,750 twin share

Single Supplement $1,281

You are invited to join us on one of 
our fully escorted small group tours, 
with a maximum of 18 guests.

We are based on the beautiful Kapiti Coast with our guests joining 

us from all corners of New Zealand. We believe you’ll be pleasantly 

surprised by just how much we include in our tour price. 

You can be reassured that your Tour Host will always be one of our 

friendly well-experienced YOURTravel Team Members, ensuring 

you are looked after from start to finish.

Find us on Facebook
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