
 

 

 

ENCHANTING FAR NORTH 
HOME – TAUPO – WHANGAPARAOA PENINSULA – PAIHIA – TAIPA – HOKIANGA – 
AUCKLAND – CAMBRIDGE – TAUPO – HOME  
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11 Day Fully Hosted Tour 
Home pickups from Manawatu, Horowhenua, Kapiti and Wellington



Meals included.                    (B) Breakfast      (L) Lunch      (D) Dinner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENCHANTING FAR NORTH ITINERARY 10 May to 20 May 2022 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

FRI 13 Paihia                                                                         (B) 
This morning we visit the Waitangi Treaty House where New 
Zealand’s history began.  Exploring the Treaty House before we 
marvel at the scale of Ngatokimatawhaorua, one of the world’s 
largest carved war canoes (waka taua) and taking time to wander 
through the beautiful grounds of the Waitangi estate, complete 
with extensive gardens, bush tracks, beaches, and fabulous views 
over the Bay of Islands and beyond.  After Waitangi we take the 
local ferry over to Russell, where on arrival we take a tour of 
Russell to gain an insight into New Zealand’s earliest European 
history.  We will visit areas of historic interest which cannot be 
easily covered on foot, see sights such as the Giant Sundial, Long 
Beach, Queen's View, Tapeka Point and the Flagstaff with stunning 
360' vistas.  
 
The remainder of the day is at leisure and dinner is your own 
arrangement this evening allowing you time to enjoy one of the 
lovely restaurants in Paihia or Russell. 

 
SAT 14 Paihia – Taipa                                                     (B D) 
After a leisurely start this morning we continue our travel to the 
north eastern coast of Northland.  Our first stop for the day will be 
Kerikeri, a town with a rich and colourful history. While here we 
enjoy a guided tour of the Stone Store and Kemp House 
(Kerikeri Mission House).  The iconic Stone Store stands at the 
edge of the Kerikeri inlet, offering a unique shopping experience 
with an interactive story space upstairs.  See how the early settlers 
lived and learn about the building’s many lives as a trading post, 
library, barracks, school and general store. Built in 1822, Kemp 
House is the country’s oldest surviving building, surrounded by 
English-style cottage garden and orchards. Hear the story of the 
first missionary families and see their personal items and furniture 
preserved over the years. We’ll stop in Kerikeri for lunch before 
visiting Makana Confections, where you are able to sample their 
delicious handmade chocolates.  Continuing north we travel to the 
beautiful Doubtless Bay our home for the next two nights. We have 
dinner together this evening at our hotel. 

TUE 10 Home – Taupo                                                        (D) 
Today we travel along the pretty Kapiti Coast, then crossing the 
fertile Manawatu Plains through the Mangaweka Hills to reach the 
Tongariro Volcanic Plateau before driving over the Desert Road 
with the spectacular backdrop of the volcanoes of Ruapehu, 
Tongariro and Ngauruhoe. Later this afternoon we arrive in Taupo 
for the night, nestled on the shores of New Zealand’s largest lake 
and dine at our hotel for our Welcome Dinner. 

 

WED 11 Taupo – Whangaparoa Peninsula              (B D) 
Departing Taupo, we stop at Huka Falls where the clear waters of 
the Waikato River gush through narrow gaps in the rocks, then 
continue north through Tokoroa and Putaruru, stopping at Tirau, 
famously dubbed the ‘Corrugated Capital of the World’.  
Continuing on we travel through Matamata and over the Auckland 
Harbour Bridge, to the Whangaparaoa Peninsula.    
 
We dine together at a local restaurant. 

 

THU 12 Whangaparoa Peninsula - Paihia              (B D) 
We have a slightly later departure this morning after the long drive 
north and stop at the nearby Puhoi Valley Café & Cheese Store 
for a late breakfast.  Continuing past Whangarei, we stop for a 
guided tour of The Waiomio Glowworm Caves. Our tour will 
follow a wooden boardwalk through a 200-metre limestone cave 
system. Once inside, we will see thousands of glow worms spread 
across the ceiling surrounded by breath-taking stalactites and 
stalagmites. As we enjoy the galaxies of glow worms above, our 
friendly guide will explain the life cycle of the New Zealand Glow 
worm (Arachnocampa Luminosa) and the intricate webs used to 
catch their prey. We will even get close enough to see the actual 
body of the glow worm and its stunning blue/green tail-light, 
before we make the return bushwalk through a natural corridor of 
karst rock formations and pristine rainforest. We continue on to 
the beautiful Bay of Islands and have dinner together this evening 
at our hotel. 



 

 

Trip Highlights 

• HUKA FALLS 

• STOP IN TIRAU (CORRUGATED CAPITAL OF THE WORLD) 

• STAY IN WHANGAPARAOA PENINSULA & BREAKFAST AT 
THE FAMOUS PUHOI VALLEY CAFÉ & CHEESE STORE 

• GUIDED TOUR OF THE WAIOMIO GLOWWORM CAVES 

• VISIT WAITANGI TREATY HOUSE & GROUNDS 

• TOUR OF RUSSELL 

• GUIDED TOUR OF STONE STORE & KEMP HOUSE 
(KERIKERI MISSION HOUSE) 

• CAPE REINGA AND NINETY MILE BEACH 

• TOUR MANEA- FOOTPRINTS OF KUPE EXPERIENCE 

• NIGHT TOUR OF WAIPOUA FOREST 

• VISIT THE OLDEST KAURI TREE IN THE WORLD (TANE 
MAHUTA – THE LORD OF THE FOREST) 

• KAURI TIMBER MUSEUM AT MATAKOHE 

• TOUR OF WETA WORKSHOP UNLEASHED 

• VISIT THE BEAUTIFUL HAMILTON GARDENS 

• GUIDED TOUR OF RUAKURI CAVE  

• VIEW THE BRONZE STATUE OF ALL BLACK LEGEND SIR 

COLIN MEADS  

• TOUR OF THE TONGARIRO NATIONAL TROUT CENTRE 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Enchanting Far North 
 
Journey with us this Autumn up to Whangaparaoa Peninsula, 
Northland, the Bay of Islands and untouched Cape Reinga, rich 
in culture and history and blessed with breath-taking coastal 
views, native landscape and rolling countryside. Driving along 
the sand on Ninety Mile Beach is sure to be a highlight as the 
waves crash beside us.  Whilst touring this beautiful region, we 
visit the Waitangi Treaty House, taking  time to wander the 
beautiful grounds of the Waitangi estate and explore Russell,  
one of the oldest European settlements in New Zealand.  
 
We visit the historic Stone Store & Kemp House in Kerikeri and 
during our time in Hokianga take an evening stroll in The 
Waipoua Forest to view the magnificent Tane Mahuta (world’s 
largest Kauri Tree).  Heading back south we take time to visit 
the award-winning Kauri Museum and the fantastical world of 
the newly built Weta Workshop Unleashed in Auckland.  On our 
return be inspired by the impressive Hamilton Gardens, and the 
lessor visited Ruakuri Cave. 
 
Our final night is in lovely Lake Taupo, before an educational 
tour of the National Trout Centre in Turangi and then travelling 
back south, enjoying the backdrop of the volcanoes of Ruapehu, 
Tongariro and Ngauruhoe dominating the landscape.  There is 
so much to see and do on this tour, you won’t be disappointed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUN 15 Cape Reinga Day Excursion                         (B L D) 
Today we travel to Kaitaia to board a custom-built vehicle for our 
full day excursion to Cape Reinga, the top of New Zealand.  On this 
full day tour by coach, we uncover the wild beauty of this vast and 
untouched region and enjoy a taste of the far-north’s varying and 
beautiful landscape, the rolling hills of the rural countryside, 
breath-taking coastal views and native forest.  Stops during the 
journey include the Te Paki Stream and Sand Dunes, here the 
quicksand stream leads to Ninety Mile Beach where we have the 
opportunity to climb steep sand hills, toboggans available for those 
who want to experience the thrills and spills of sand boarding.    
 
See the Aupouri Forest which is one of the largest planted forests 
in the Southern Hemisphere plus enjoy the coastal views at 
Tapotupotu Bay, a beautiful sandy bay nestled in the hills on the 
eastern side of Cape Reinga.   We drive along the sands of Ninety 
Mile Beach, an official NZ highway and time (opportunity 
permitting), we may stop to see locals fishing from the beach.    No 
doubt a highlight of the tour will be time at Cape Reinga, NZ’s 
northernmost point will be unforgettable.    Sacred to Maori, Te 
Rerenga Wairua is the most spiritually significant place in New 
Zealand for Maori, the place where Maori spirits travel up the coast 
then leave Aotearoa and bid their last farewell before returning to 
the land of their ancestors, Hawaiiki-A-Nui.  Cape Reinga also offers 
the unique view of the rare and awesome sight of the Tasman Sea 
and the Pacific Ocean meeting. On our return to our hotel after our 
full day our, we dine together this evening.    

MON 16 Taipa – Hokianga                                                (B D) 
Today we travel south to Hokianga, stopping for a break in Opononi.  
Opononi became famous throughout New Zealand in the summer of 
1955 and 1956 due to the exploits of a dolphin called Opo.  
 
This afternoon we visit Manea – Footprints of Kupe Experience a 
multisensory journey of guided storytelling, through art, taonga 
(cultural treasures), film, performance, digital interaction and the 
splendour of Hokianga’s natural surroundings.  A visit to Manea is a 
unique cultural encounter, journeying into Te Ao Māori, the Māori 
world.   
 
Following a short drive to our hotel we have an early dinner before 
embarking on our night tour into the Waipoua Forest, visiting 
one of the oldest and largest known kauri trees in the world, Tane 
Mahuta (The lord of the forest).  Let the night noises, foreign 
environment, time, local Maori guides and ecological and cultural 
interpretation (Maori story, song and instruments) awaken your 
spiritual senses. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TUE 17 Hokianga – Auckland                                         (B D) 
Travelling south today through Dargaville we stop at Matakohe for 
a visit to the fabulous Kauri Timber Museum. This award-winning 
Kauri Museum tells the fascinating story of the pioneering days 
through the use of kauri timber and kauri gum. Explore the many 
exceptional displays and galleries inside the museum, from the 
magnificent collection of antique kauri furniture and the largest 
collection of kauri gum in the world, to restored machinery, 
including NZ’s earliest tractor, a 1929 Cat 60, and a turning steam 
sawmill. As one of Northland’s top attractions, you will also view a 
two-storey life-sized replica Boarding House, a Pioneer School and 
the historic Matakohe Post Office with a fantastic collection of 
telephones.  
 
Continuing on, we make our way into Auckland City via State 
Highway 16 travelling through the smaller towns and wine growing 
regions of Kaukapakapa and Kumeu and through the West 
Auckland suburbs before arriving into central Auckland.   Upon 
arrival in Auckland, we take a sightseeing tour of the central city 
and the waterfront drive out to Mission Bay.  Before checking in to 
our waterfront Hilton Hotel. 
 
This evening we take a short stroll to the Auckland Ferry Building 
and dine at Harbourside Ocean Bar and Grill. The view from the 
restaurant’s extensive terracotta-tiled terrace of the ferry traffic and 
yachts is sensational.   The classically inspired yet creative menu 
includes the best of New Zealand seafood.  After dinner we take a 
very short walk back to our hotel together.    

 

WED 18 Auckland – Cambridge                                     (B D)                                  
Following breakfast today we start with a visit to newly built Weta 
Workshop Unleashed, here we experience a world where the lines 
between fantasy and reality are blurred.  As we step into their 
fantastical film effects workshop and explore the worlds of horror, 
sci-fi and fantasy in-the-making.  The 90-minute guided experience 
takes us through Weta Workshop’s creative process and introduces 
us to fantastical set-pieces from the worlds of horror, fantasy and 
sci-fi; and eye-popping practical effects: discover how the Weta 
crew design, build and bring them to life. Please note that Weta 
Workshop Unleashed includes some horror elements.  These may be disturbing, 
or unsuitable for guests with medical conditions aggravated by fright, stress, 
or lights so please let us know when booking should you not wish to experience 
this activity. 
 
Leaving Auckland behind, we travel over the Bombay Hills, 
continuing along the east bank of the Waikato River, our longest 
river.  Here we travel south through some of the country’s richest 
farmland in the lush Waikato Valley to the city of Hamilton set on 
the banks of the Waikato River 

 
This afternoon we visit the impressive Hamilton Gardens for a self-
guided walk. The unique theme of Hamilton Gardens is 'the story of 
gardens' which is explored through a series of five garden 
collections. The Paradise Garden Collection featuring gardens 
representing some of the most significant garden design traditions. 
The Productive Garden Collection representing different aspects of 
the relationship between people and plants. The Fantasy Garden 
Collection representing different forms of garden fantasy. The 
Cultivar Garden Collection featuring the story of plants selected and 
bred for the garden. The Landscape Garden Collection with areas 
representing the different historic interpretations of an idealised 
landscape. We then travel the short distance to the pretty township 
of Cambridge and have dinner at our hotel together this evening.  
 

THU 19 Cambridge – Waitomo – Taupo                      (B D) 
Today we travel south through Otorohanga and into the small 
village of Waitomo.   Here we join a small group guided tour into 
the Ruakuri Cave.  The spiral entranceway is a remarkable feat of 
modern engineering and design as well as being a major feature of 
the recent redevelopment, providing a dramatic introduction to the 
cave.  The guided tour leads down the large spiral walkway, gently 
deeper and deeper into the ground until the bottom is reached.  Pass 
through the specially constructed tunnel called The Drum Entrance 
and into the cave.  Journey down marveling at the softly folding 
shawl-like limestone formations and crystal tapestries. Hear the 
distant thunder of the subterranean waterfalls and get up close to 
the glow-worms.  Winding passageways, vast echoing caverns and 
deep crevices bring a different energy and character to Ruakuri 
Cave.  Travel along narrow corridors and across low-lit walkways 
suspended high above the river, sometimes glimpsing the black 
water rafters on the Huhunui River below.      
 
After a stop for lunch (own cost) we make our way through Te Kuiti, 
the sheep shearing capital of the world, hosting a 6-metre-tall statue 
of a shearer in the main street.  Te Kuiti is also home to the 2.9m 
high bronze statue of All Black legend Sir Colin Meads.   We continue 
along State Highway 30 passing through the small settlements of 
Puketutu, Benneydale, Mangakino and Whakamaru before reaching 
the lake resort settlement of Taupo.     
 
For our Farewell Dinner tonight, we dine at a local restaurant.    

 

FRI 20 Taupo – Home                                                                            (B)                                  
Our explorations of the North Island sadly come to a close today, as 
we make our way south.  On our journey we stop to enjoy a visit and 
tour of the highly educational Tongariro National Trout Centre, 
before continuing across the Tongariro Volcanic Plateau and the 
Desert Road.   Following lunch enroute, we head through the 
Manawatu Plains and back down to the Kapiti Coast. 



  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 

ENCHANTING FAR NORTH 
11 Day Tour Includes 
 
 
Fully hosted by a YOURTours Host 
 
Quality Accommodation & Touring Coach 

 
Sightseeing & Entrance Fees as indicated on 
itinerary 
 
Meals as per itinerary  
 
Departs 10 May 2022 
 
Price from $4,995 pp twin share 
 
Single supplement $985 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

You are invited to join us on one of 
our fully hosted small group tours, 
with a maximum of 18 guests. 
 
We are based on the beautiful Kapiti Coast with our guests 

joining us from all corners of New Zealand. We believe you will 

be pleasantly surprised by just how much we include in our 

tour price.  

 
You can be reassured that your Tour Host will always be one 

of our friendly well-experienced YOURTours team members, 

ensuring everything is looked after from start to finish. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
        

 

 

 

 

0800 470 005 

www.yourtours.co.nz 
17a Maclean St. Paraparaumu Beach | 04 297 1392  

tours@yourtours.co.nz 
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             START/END OF TOUR            OVERNIGHT STAYS 

 

Find us on Facebook 
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http://www.yourtours.co.nz/

